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WEIGKTWATCHER OF THE YEAR: Michael Jones,
Tory leader of Cheshire East council, revealed
last month that he had lost an impressive
six-and-a-half stone since engaging trie services
of local physiotherapist Amanda Morris, whom
he described as "awesome". Alas Cllr Jones also
announced that he will be stepping down next

month. This is a
consequence of Eye
1403's revelation
that council contracts
for fitness classes,
worth £156,000, had
gone Ms Morris's
way without a
normal tendering
process.

PARTY UNITY AWARD: to Ukip, which
triumphantly took control of its first council,
Thanet, in May, then quickly lost it as the
'kippers fell out among themselves in a series of
bitter personal squabbles.

GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN: former Tower
Hamlets mayor Lutfur Rahman, who was
barred from office for five years after being
found guilty by an electoral court in April of
"corrupt and illegal practices", including
vote-rigging and bribery. As the winner of
multiple Rotten Boroughs awards over the years,
Lutfur will be missed. Somehow it feels that we
have not heard the last of him.

WtKHFINDER OF THE YEAR: When Lame council
in Northern Ireland voted to put up a memorial to
eight local women
who were persecuted
and jailed for
"witchcraft" in 1711,
Alderman Jack
McKee of the
Traditional Unionist
Voice party voted
against because he
"couldn't be sure"
they were wrongly convicted and was worried the
plaque would become a "shrine to p

SERVICES TO DEMOCRACY: Disgraced former
Guildford Tory councillor Monika Juneja,
who narrowly escaped going to prison in June
after being found guilty on charges of forgery,
deception and falsely claiming to be a banister,
kept up the good work by raising a petition in
favour of an elected mayoral system for the
town. Thousands of signatures were obtained by
Surrey university students, who were paid £1 per
signature by Juneja. Monika's "very close
friend", council leader Stephen Mansbridge,
was widely believed to have mayoral ambitions
but denied having any involvement in the
petition. In October local website the Guildford
Dragon revealed that he had, in fact, secretly
lobbied the students' union to back the idea.
Mansbridge resigned shortly afterwards.


